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Summary



ncreasing consumption – increasing global trade 
of articles



xamples of goods consumed (Norway 2007-2009)1

Maintenance and repair of dwelling: 6,8%
Clothes and shoes: 5,3 %
Furniture and household electric devices: 5,9%
Cars and motorbikes: 16,2%
Fuel and repair of vehicles: 5,6%
AV-equipment: 2,3%
Electricity and heat: 4,6%

istics Norway; Survey of consumer expenditure 2007-2009





issues on information requirements in REACH on
ubstances in articles 

Lighter duties for suppliers of articles
compared to manufacturers, importers 
and downstream users of substances as 
such or in mixtures►definitions
Intended release/ foreseeable release
Articles with candidate list-substances



REACH Definition of ”article”

REACH Article 3 (3): 

Article: means an object which during production is given a 
special shape, surface or design which determines its function 
to a greater degree than does its chemical composition

Examples:



. Intended release/ foreseeable release

If an article has an accessory function, which is achieved through th
release of substances or preparations then the release is to be 
regarded as intended. For these substances, registration is required
if the total amount of the substance present in such articles exceeds
1 tonne per year per producer or importer. 
Accidental release is not foreseeable.
The article producer or importer needs to consider all normal and 
reasonably foreseeable conditions of use including disposal of the 
article and assess whether exposures can be excluded or not.
Examples: Panty hose with lotion, scented eraser



Articles with candidate list-substances (1)

out REACH Candidate list:
http://echa.europa.eu/chem_data/authorisation_process/candidate_l
_table_en.asp
Candidate list contains Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC): 
CMRs, PBTs, vPvBs, endocrine disruptors or ”equal concern”
At present there are 38 substances on candidate list
Candidate list is updated regularly, currently 11new proposals
http://echa.europa.eu/consultations/authorisation/svhc/svhc_cons_e
asp
NGOs SIN list of SVHC contains 356 substances (per Oct 2009)
Some member states have developed a “master table” listing 400- 5
possible SVHC substances. 



Articles with candidate list-substances (2)

Obligation to notify ECHA when the candidate list substance is 
present in all articles produced or imported by one actor in an 
amount totalling over 1 tpa, and the substance is present in the
articles above a concentration of 0.1% weight by weight (w/w). 
Obligation to inform professional users or distributors of an 
article  about candidate list substance when concentration 
>0.1% (w/w)
Obligation to inform consumers on presence of candidate list 
substances in articles when asked
ECHA shall inform the public about substances also in articles



ther sources for information

Surveys based upon questionnaires, direct contact to relevant 
companies, scientific articles, etc.
Risk assessment pointing on regulated substance
– Substitution of hazardous substances often to something ’better’ but 

still similar..
Chemical analysis of relevant articles
Others: 
– Ecolabelling requirements
– Product register information on use in the production of goods

Product research and development information from research 
institutions



ast experience: 
xample 1 - PCB
– Were widely used for many 

applications, (fluids in 
transformers, coolants, paints 
etc.) 

– Ca 2 million tons was produced 
during 1900s. 

– Some is destroyed, some is still 
present in society and some has 
entered the ecosystem.

– Will remain a problem for future 
generations

– Was banned around 1980 in many 
countries



Past experience
Example 2 - Arsenic 

• Norwegian proposal for ban of 0.01 % As in consumer 
articles

• Areas of use known during preparation of proposal: 
plastic/PVC products (including garden furniture, 
travel/leisure time articles, construction materials, 
window glass and wallpapers, grout and textiles.

• Consultative phase shows widespread use of arsenic 
in EE-products. Not possible to deliver electronics 
products that meet the proposed requirements.







onclusions

Increasing consumption- increasing challenge
REACH will give more information on substances in articles
REACH focuses on Substances of Very High Concern
Past experience shows importance of knowledge on substance
in articles


