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What is the purpose?
Four ”key sentences” in the  assignment text from the Government

“The Chemicals Inspectorate shall carry out a survey of the 
presence of hazardous substances in mixtures and articles that 
are not yet restricted within the EU.
The survey will primarily focus on particularly hazardous 
substances (SVHC-properties), but it may also cover hazardous 
substances where relevant to the protection of human health and 
the environment. Children and young people are a priority and an 
equality perspective shall be adopted. In particular, the presence 
of these substances in articles and mixtures available to 
consumers shall be surveyed”

• Partial report = September 15th 2018

• Final report = December 1st 2020

• Budget = 20 millions SEK

http://www.kemikalieinspektionen.se/


Central issues

Issue

Where are the particularly dangerous substances / 

dangerous substances in society?

Can there be a potential risk for consumer / child 

exposure?

What substances and applications need to be 

addressed? What is already covered by EU 

legislation?

http://www.kemikalieinspektionen.se/


General mapping
a) The ”substance track”

Starting point: Substances with hazardous properties such as CMR-
properties allergenic properties, endocrine disruption properties and 
PBT/vPvB properties.

b) The ”material track”
Starting point: Expert knowledge on different materials and the content of
different ”functional chemicals” in the material. 

c) The ”industry branch track”
Starting point: Compiled information from Product register at the Swedish 
Chemicals Agency about the use of different hazardous substances in 
different industry branches according to Statistics Sweden (SCB) 

Specific mapping
Specific mapping of hazardous chemicals in different product

groups of particurlar interest. Will be conducted in cooperation with 

the Supervision Department at KemI.

http://www.kemikalieinspektionen.se/


Completed surveys so far (2017)

General mapping

• Rubber and silicones (elastomers)

• Paper och paperboard

Specific mapping

• Microplastics (Included in separate government 
assignment)

• Mapping of criterias for hazardous substances in 
ecolabelling systems

• Feminine hygiene products

http://www.kemikalieinspektionen.se/
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THE ECOLABELLING PROJECT

Background: The Swedish Government has assigned the Swedish Chemicals Agency to map 
the presence of hazardous chemicals in products and articles that are not already restricted
within the EU.

The mission: to map the criterias for chemical content in products and articles within different 
ecolabelling systems.

Reason: Ecolabelling put restrictions on more hazardous substances than those that are 
regulated by legislation. It has not previously been mapped which these substances are and 
how they are restricted within different ecolabelling systems. 

Aim: Identifying problematic substances (and material groups) that may occur in consumer-
related articles and products. Chemicals currently not restricted by legislation are given 
particular interest

Method: Desktop study of criteria document and relevant background documents
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Six annexes with substance information
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Some results from the ”material track” -

Elastomers
1. Description of 4 (main) categories of elastomers, 26 sub-categories with

relevance för consumer applications.

2. Material flows from a Swedish and Global perspective

3. Overview of recycling, surface treatment and substitution (dialogue with industry)

4. Mapping of chemical substances in elastomers regarding function and typical

concentration ranges (database with about 3000 items).  

http://www.kemikalieinspektionen.se/
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Systematic method for mapping hazardous
substances in feminine hygiene products

Tampon Screening analysis

and literature studies

Chemical substances 

that are of interest 

for further analysis

Quantitative analyses 

for determination of 

concentrations.

Tin-organic compounds

Solvents

Siloxanes

Arsenic compounds

Pesticides

Fragrances
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Risk assessment
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